SABBATH SCHOOL

9:15am Morning Song Service /
9:30 - 10:30 am Bible Study <

" Deuteronomy, in the Later Writings”
There are 3 Adult Classes
In the Sanctuary - In the Fellowship Hall
Classroom in Basement

+ T+ Deuteronomy 10:15

SABBATH WORSHIP SERVICE

10:45am - Welcome & Announcements
Doxology #694
Invocation ... Pastor Elroy
Scripture: (Matthew 2:1,2) ...............
Offering: (Adventist Community Services) ....
But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee

power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant.”
Deut.8:18

Children's Story ...... [School Budget] ............

Opening Hymn ... #229...
“All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name”

Sharing Time ...........ccocvviniencnennn.
Pre-Prayer Response: # 671 S
MeSSaAZE: wouiieiii Pastor Elroy
“We Have Seen His Star”

Closing Hymn ..#125 ...
“Joy to the World”

Benediction ... Pastor Elroy

Following the Worship Service e »

Vegetarian Pot-Luck ; ¢
In The Fellowship Hall x &b 2
Everyone is invited! Z

A time to share your favorite dish!!

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, there came wise men from the East to Jerusalem, saying,
Where is He that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in the
East, and are come to worship Him.”

The wise men from the East were philosophers. They belonged to a large and
influential class that included men of noble birth, and comprised much of the
wealth and learning of their nation. Among these were many who imposed on
the credulity of the people. Others were upright men who studied the
indications of Providence in nature, and who were honored for their integrity
and wisdom. Of this character were the wise men who came to Jesus.

The light of God is ever shining amid the darkness of heathenism. As these
magi studied the starry heavens, and sought to fathom the mystery hidden in
their bright paths, they beheld the glory of the Creator. Seeking clearer
knowledge, they turned to the Hebrew Scriptures. In their own land were
treasured prophetic writings that predicted the coming of a divine teacher.
Balaam belonged to the magicians, though at one time a prophet of God; by
the Holy Spirit he had foretold the prosperity of Israel and the appearing of the
Messiah; and his prophecies had been handed down by tradition from century
to century. But in the Old Testament the Saviour's advent was more clearly
revealed. The magi learned with joy that His coming was near, and that the
whole world was to be filled with a knowledge of the glory of the Lord.

The wise men had seen a mysterious light in the heavens upon that night
when the glory of God flooded the hills of Bethlehem. As the light faded, a
luminous star appeared, and lingered in the sky. It was not a fixed star nor a
planet, and the phenomenon excited the keenest interest. That star was a
distant company of shining angels, but of this the wise men were ignorant.
Yet they were impressed that the star was of special import to them. They
consulted priests and philosophers, and searched the scrolls of the ancient
records. The prophecy of Balaam had declared, “There shall come a Star out
of Jacob, and a Scepter shall rise out of Israel.” Numbers 24:17. Could this
strange star have been sent as a harbinger of the Promised One? The magi
had welcomed the light of heaven-sent truth; now it was shed upon them in
brighter rays. Through dreams they were instructed to go in search of the
newborn Prince.

... The Eastern country abounded in precious things, and the magi did not set
out empty-handed. It was the custom to offer presents as an act of homage to
princes or other personages of rank, and the richest gifts the land afforded
were borne as an offering to Him in whom all the families of the earth were to
be blessed. It was necessary to journey by night in order to keep the star in
view; but the travelers beguiled the hours by repeating traditional sayings and
prophetic utterances concerning the One they sought. At every pause for rest
they searched the prophecies; and the conviction deepened that they were
divinely guided. While they had the star before them as an outward sign, they
had also the inward evidence of the Holy Spirit, which was impressing their
hearts, and inspiring them with hope. The journey, though long, was a happy
one to them. Desire of Ages, page 59-60
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WELCOME
Our Church Family extends a heartfelt welcome
to everyone worshipping with us today. May you
feel the brush of angel's wings as you worship
with us this Sabbath.



THIS WEEKS EVENTS

TODAY:

* Fellowship Meal - in the fellowship hall immediately
following the worship service. Everyone is invited!

MONDAY:

* 11:00 am “Ladies Bible Study”- Studying the
Gospels Sm. Classroom Fellowship Hall - ?? Call Joann
Klassen

WEDNESDAY:

- 5:30 pm - Prayer Meeting - "Study in Acts”

ERIDAY - Preparation Day

__________________________________________________________
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The priests and elders of Jerusalem were not as ignorant
concerning the birth of Christ as they pretended. The
report of the angels’ visit to the shepherds had been
brought to Jerusalem, but the rabbis had treated it as
unworthy of their notice. They themselves might have
found Jesus, and might have been ready to lead the magi
to His birthplace; but instead of this, the wise men came
to call their attention to the birth of the Messiah. “Where
is He that is born King of the Jews?” they said; “for we
have seen His star in the East, and are come to worship
Him.”
Now pride and envy closed the door against the light. If
the reports brought by the shepherds and the wise men
were credited, they would place the priests and rabbis in
a most unenviable position, disproving their claim to be
the exponents of the truth of God. These learned
teachers would not stoop to be instructed by those whom
they termed heathen. It could not be, they said, that God
had passed them by, to communicate with ignorant
shepherds or uncircumcised Gentiles. They determined
to show their contempt for the reports that were exciting
King Herod and all Jerusalem. They would not even go to
Bethlehem to see whether these things were so. And
they led the people to regard the interest in Jesus as a
fanatical excitement. Here began the rejection of Christ
by the priests and rabbis. From this point their pride and
stubbornness grew into a settled hatred of the Saviour.
While God was opening the door to the Gentiles, the
Jewish leaders were closing the door to themselves.
Desires of Ages, pages 62-63

The wise men had not penetrated Herod's design toward
Jesus. When the object of their journey was
accomplished, they prepared to return to Jerusalem,
intending to acquaint him with their success. But in a
dream they received a divine message to hold no further
communication with him. Avoiding Jerusalem, they set
out for their own country by another route.

In like manner Joseph received warning to flee into
Egypt with Mary and the child. And the angel said, “Be
thou there until | bring thee word: for Herod will seek
the young child to destroy Him.” Joseph obeyed
without delay, setting out on the journey by night for
greater security.

Through the wise men, God had called the attention of
the Jewish nation to the birth of His Son. Their
inquiries in Jerusalem, the popular interest excited,
and even the jealousy of Herod, which compelled the
attention of the priests and rabbis, directed minds to
the prophecies concerning the Messiah, and to the
great event that had just taken place.

Satan was bent on shutting out the divine light from
the world, and he used his utmost cunning to destroy
the Saviour. But He who never slumbers nor sleeps
was watching over His beloved Son. He who had
rained manna from heaven for Israel and had fed
Elijah in the time of famine provided in a heathen land
a refuge for Mary and the child Jesus. And through the
gifts of the magi from a heathen country, the Lord
supplied the means for the journey into Egypt and the
sojourn in a land of strangers.

The magi had been among the first to welcome the
Redeemer. Their gift was the first that was laid at His
feet. And through that gift, what privilege of ministry
was theirs! The offering from the heart that loves, God
delights to honor, giving it highest efficiency in service
for Him. If we have given our hearts to Jesus, we also
shall bring our gifts to Him. Our gold and silver, our
most precious earthly possessions, our highest mental
and spiritual endowments, will be freely devoted to
Him who loved us, and gave Himself for us.

Desires of Ages, pages 64-65
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